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Mission Statement 
 
The Keystone Oaks School District’s mission is to provide a safe 

learning environment that prepares critical thinkers to become 

responsible and productive members of society. 
 
 
Course Overview 
 
This is a semester long remediation course for students who did not earn 

a proficient score on the PA Keystone Biology Exam that was given in 

the previous spring semester. Review of the tested topics include: basic 

biological principals, chemical basis for life, bioenergetics, homeostasis 

and transport, cell growth and reproduction, genetics, theory of 

evolution, and ecology. The course includes integration of 

 

technology, cooperative learning projects, hands-on lab experiments, on-line labs, and research. 

Formative and summative assessments are accomplished through multiple approaches such as class 

participation, quizzes, exams, lab work, projects, and student presentations. 

 
Text: KEYSTONE Finish Line Biology, © 2014 Continental Press, Inc. 
 
Goals: 
The primary goal of the Keystone Biology Review course is to have the students secure the necessary 
knowledge, and confidence, to successfully pass the exam. 
 
“All students are required to re-take the PA Keystone Exam, in January, at the conclusion of taking 
the Keystone Biology course of study.” 
 
Requirements: 

 
 All students are required to attend class regularly and participate in class discussions, 

lab activities, and written assignments.   
 Keeping a 3-ring binder or folder and notebook, arranged by units of study, is 

strongly encouraged. 

 Be respectful. Always act in a way that represents your school well.  
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Evaluation: Grades will be based on the student’s performance on all assignments, activities, labs, 
quizzes, and tests. 
 
Grading: Grades are based on the accumulation of points. Points are earned on all tasks assigned 
through the year. 
 
Additional Help: Please do not hesitate to ask questions or request additional help when needed. There 
will be after school study sessions before exams for those that would like additional help. I can be 
reached by email at becker@kosd.org or by phone at 412-571-6000, ext. #1221. 
 

Class Rules 

 

1. Attendance  
 You must be present in class. It will be very difficult to secure a good grade in this 

course without being present for activities and assignments.
 You must be on time. The only exception will be if you are detained by a teacher, 

counselor, the nurse etc. You must bring a pass with you to class.



2. Be Prepared for Class  
 You must have your learning materials with you. This includes binder or notebook or 

folder and a writing utensil.



3. Participation  
 You must be actively involved with the classroom activities such as discussions, note 

taking, labs, and all assignments. Lack of participation will significantly damage your 
grade.

 You are not permitted to put your head down or do work for other classes. Your focus 

should be on the assignment or activity at hand.



4. Respect for Others 

 No profanity of any kind

 No talking while others are talking

 No insulting, making fun of, or bullying will be tolerated

 No wearing of hats, listening to iPods, or using phones is permitted.
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